
                                                  
 
 
EU-ROMA IN ROME 
lan – laboratorio architettura nomade 
 
 
Presents: 
 
During 8 days, between 24th and 31st of May, it will be held in Rome the first international 
workshop of the European Roma Mapping. The workshop is an integral part of the EU-ROMA 
project, financed by the Programme Culture 2007 of the European Commision. EU-ROMA is an 
initiative on a period of 21 months, that promotes the European confrontation on the issue of Roma 
housing and public space. EU-ROMA mobilises and fertilises mutual multidisciplinary experiences 
and knowledge coming from different fields like urbanism, architecture, arts, sociology and human 
rights. The roman workshop is the first one of a sequence of four events to be held subsequently 
also in Bucharest, Athens and London. The project gathers the four cultural organisations assisted 
by the cooperation of the associated partners, in order to promote the intercultural dialogue with 
the Roma communities on issues and necessities like sustainable, affordable, consistent and 
inclusive conditions of dwelling. 
 
In the first part of the project (action 1) in the different European countries (United Kingdom, 
France, Italy, Romania, Hungary, Serbia, Macedonia, Greece) it has been investigated the need of 
a effective integration in a qualitative dimension of the inhabiting. Work has been done on a 
documentation that points out the factors that impede or facilitate the improvement of the places 
inhabitated by the Roma populations. Action 1 included a mapping activity in order to study, 
register and classify the needs of the dwellings, their territorial distribution and the different existing 
typologies. 
 
The workshop entitled “Roma in Rome” intends to develop concrete planning answers to some 
sites considered representative of the Italian situation. The results obtained with the mapping 
activity determined the international team of experts to focus their attention on 3 themes / 
communities: the Monachina, the Castel Roman and the Kalderasha of Rome. 
 
Among the themes and the design proposals in debate: 
 
Feasibility study for the riqualification of a spontaneous village 
 
The Monachina (via Aurelia) 110 inhabitants: self–organised settlement developped by a family 
coming from Montenegro. Completely self-built and self-managed, it is an example of domestic 
urbanism and self-reglementation. 
A lot of men work in the collecting of iron materials and in the recycling, the women in the 
commerce of bonsai and in the handicraft of crochet hook. 
 
Project of dwelling insertion and conversion of the camp into a park 
 
The Castel Romano (via Pontina) 800 inhabitants: a temporary structure in precasted houses, 
built in 2005 for a Korachanè community coming from Bosnia and living near ponte Marconi since 
1995. The social and physical isolation, the lack of infrastructure and of quality of the structure 
have marked a off-hand failure of the settlement. 
Few men and women that are inserted in the working field. 
 
Stop area project for the Kalderasha community in Rome 
 



The Kalderasha 350 ca inhabitants: Italian citizens that live in Rome since the ’50. One year after 
the clearing out and in spite of the promise of alternative areas in Campo Boario and Saxa Rubra 
where they were staying since 1993, they still do not have a place where to settle during the winter 
and also during the scholastic period. 
Craftsmen in iron, sculptors, gilders, restorers of antique objects, sharpeners, all the community is 
specialised in working with metal. 
The activities of the workshop will take place in Palazzo Cenci in the 23 Cinque Scuole Square. 
Every day there will be seminars on the housing situation of the Roma populations in different 
European countries. Experts at international level will show successfull projects as well as 
unsuccessfull ones. In the conference room of the Altra Economia in the ex-Mattatoio there will be 
a political round table where the Italian situation will be discussed by the responsable parties and 
the spokesmen of the Italian communities of Roma and Sinti. 
 
 
 
Among the participants: Catalin Berescu (Association for Urban Transition, Bucharest), Lucy Orta 
(London College of Fashion, London), Maria Papadimitriou (Locus, Athens), Claudio Marta 
(Oriental Universitary Institute, Naples), Antonio Tosi (Politecnico, Milan), Eva Rizzin (Università 
degli Studi, Trieste), Santino Spinelli (Università degli Studi, Trieste), Kasim Cizmic (European 
Roma and Travellers Forum), Trajco Petrovsky (Instiute of Folklor MArko Cepenkov, Skopje, 
Macedonia), Karen Bermann (Iowa State University, USA). 
 
 
 
List of the partners that compose the European Consortium EU-ROMA: 
LAN Laboratorio Architettura Nomade 
ATU Association for Urban Transition Bucharest 
LCF London College Fashion 
Locus Athens 
 
List of the associates: 
Foundation Michelucci 
UNIRSI Unione Nazionale Rom e Sinti Insieme 
Nisi Masa Europe 
Ion Mincu University of Architecture and Urban Planning Bucharest 
 
 
 
For further information please visit: 
www.eu-roma.net 
blog : 
http://blog.eu-roma.net/dblog/ 
In attachment an event poster 
 
Phone and email of the media responsible: 
3405110735 
av@eu-roma.net 
 
 
Location:  
Piazza delle Cinque Scole 23 Palazzo Cenci, Iowa School of Architecture, 00186 Rome 
 
 
 
 
 



List of participants: 
 
Arch. Alexander Valentino           LAN, It  alex@lanhub.org      
Arch. Pietro Nunziante              LAN, It  pietro.nunziante@fastwebnet.it   
Arch. Martin Devrient                       LAN, It  martin@devrient.net      
Arch. Andreas Faoro            LAN, It  andreas.faoro@unlab.net   
Francesca Rizzetto                       LAN, It  francesca.rizzetto@unlab.net    
Massimo Colombo                       Michelucci, It colombo@michelucci.it  
Kaveh Arbab                        USA  kaveharbab@gmail.com  
Arch. Irina Bancescu                        ATU, Ro bancescuirina@yahoo.it    
Arch. Catalin Berescu            ATU, Ro catalinberescu@gmail.com    
Francesco Buonfantino  It               francescobuonfantino@hotmail.com 
Arch Karen  Bermann             Iowa State Un. kbermann@iastate.edu     
Giacomo Faiella   LAN, It  liaalef@libero.it     
Prof.Claudio Marta              IUO, It  cmarta@unior.it   
Mohamed Nazmy   USA  nazmy.1@osu.edu 
Prof. Lucy Orta              LCF, UK lucy@studio-orta.com     
Camilla  Palestra   LCF, UK info@studio-orta.com     
Prof. Maria  Papadimitriou  TAMA, Gr mariapaps@gmail.com     
Mario Porro                         It  maruskaja@hotmail.it  
Trevor Sudano             USA  trevor.sudano@gmail.com  
Kasim Cizmic                         UNIRSI, It unirsi@supereva.it  
Balo Cizmic               UNIRSI, It unirsi@supereva.it  
Prof. Antonio Tosi              Politecnico, It antonio.tosi@polimi.it      
Dijana Pavlovic             CRS, It  dijana.pavlovic@fastwebnet.it  
Nazareno Guarnirei   CRS, It  nazzarenoguarnieri@yahoo.it  
Saltana Hametovic   Monachina, It       
Aldo Hudorovich   UNIRSI, It       
Mehdi Salehi    Gr 
Rahel Sereke    It  sereke_prj@yahoo.it     
Raffaella Inglese              It   
Prof. Isabella Clough Marinaro It-USA  isaclomar@gmail.com  
Loris Cavallo              It  vallo.loris@alice.it     
Rosandra Esposito             it  rosandra18@hotmail.it  
Maurizio Cimino             It  mau.cimino@libero.it    
Beatrice Bruscoli             It  b.bruscoli@archiworld.it     
Alma Esposito              It  alma.e@virgilio.it     
Enisa Bukvic 
Domenico Chirico             It  dchirico@iom.int  
Rita Born              It 
Giulia Vanzetto   It  giuliavanza@alice.it  
Laura Basco               It  laurabasko@iol.it      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Interdisciplinar teams of work: 
 
 
Team 1: Communication 
 
ALEXANDER VALENTINO    ARCHITECT     LAN - ITALY 
IRINA BANCESCU   ARCHITECT     ATU - ROMANIA 
RAFFAELLA INGLESE     SOCIAL SCIENTIST    ITALY 
KAVEH ARBAB    STUDENT ARCHITECTURE  USA 
FRANCESCA RIZZETTO    ARTIST      LAN - ITALY 
FRANCESCO BUONFANTINO   STUDENT ARCHITECTURE  ITALY 
LAURA BASCO     URBAN PLANNER   ITALY 
 
 
Team 2: Hosting the Kalderasha 
 
MARIA PAPADIMITRIOU    ARTIST      LOCUS - GREECE 
MEHDI SALESI     STUDENT ARCHITECTURE  LOCUS - GREECE 
MOHAMED NAZMY     STUDENT ARCHITECTURE   USA 
CAMILLA PALESTRA  ART HISTORIAN     LCF - ITALY 
MARIO PURRO   STUDENT ANTHROPOLOGIST   ITALY 
ANDREAS FAORO   ARCHITECT      LAN - ITALY 
ALMA ESPOSITO     ARCHITECT    ITALY 
 
Team 3:  
 
LUCY ORTA    ARTIST    LCF – UK 
CATALIN BERESCU   ARCHITECT      ATU - ROMANIA 
TREVOR SUDANO      STUDENT ARCHITECTURE   USA 
PIETRO NUNZIANTE    ARCHITECT    LAN - ITALY 
ROSANDRA ESPOSITO    ARCHITECT / ARTIST  ITALY 
KAREN BERMANN     ARCHITECT - PROF. IOWA UNIV. USA 
RACHEL SEREKE   URBAN PLANNER   IT




